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The Kankakee River is a truly
unique stream from its marsh-
lands in Indiana to the clean,
rocky run between Kenkakee
and QEEEm.Ss

It’s a mix of habitats that pro-
duces legendary smallmouth
bass, record walleye and plenti-
ful channel catfish.

But look just a bit deeper to
really understand why the
Kankakee is a river like no other.

Water quality maintained

“I would say its water quality
first,” observes ‘veteran river.
guide Matt Mullady of Kankakee.
“We've maintained good water
quality, the river is cleaner now
than it was back in the 40s and

'50s when we had cabins dump-

ing raw sewage into the river.
“Water quality is what main-
tains the food source,” Mullady
says. “All those beautiful fish that
we see pictures of are at the top of
thé food chain. Everything they
eat — the crayfish, hellgrammites
- and minnows —live in the rocks
at the bottom of river. The food

source i the Kankakee has
always been incredible”

Like many others, Mullady
knows the river mmamm its own
threats.

“The sand is a problem. The
Aroma Park area has been
depleted — I'd say 90 percent of
the (river bottom) habitat ﬂwﬁd

“has been lost.”

But, he adds, H.Sw what we do
have.

Miles of public access

“Go anyplace else in the Mid-
west and you won't find any-
where that has the miles and
miles of public access that the
Kankakee River has. We have 17-
phus miles of public access just in
the Kankakee Park Distriet”
notes Mullady who was recently
elected to the park board. “That's
not even considering the 14

.miles of river access at the

Kankakee River State Park.”

Add to Mullady’s list shore-
line access at the Aroma Park
Forest Preserve and at local park
districts in Momence, Bourbon-
nais Township and Wilmington.

“That kind of accessibility to
some of the finest game fish in
the country is something you
just don’t find anywhere else;
Mullady says.

Top smallie stream
Anglers rate the river as one

of Illinois’ top smallmouth
streams. The section down-
stream from Kankakee — shal-
low and wadable most of the
year — is a bronzeback fisher-
man’s paradise.

A slot limit and springtime
catch: & release season have
helped keep the smallie breed-
ing population stable.

Special regulations have also
aided in the rebound of walleye,
thanks to a stocking program by
state fisheries biologists. Help-
ing protect the big ’eyes is a 16-
inch (or larger) length restric-
tion and a three-fish limit.

Channel cats are perhaps the

‘river’s most -dependable catch.

Tough and aggressive, the river
cats are perhaps the most
under-rated gamefish.

The slower-moving Iroquois
River and tributaries like
Beaver, Spring and Sugar creeks
offer some of the basins best
catfishing, although, unlike the
Kankakee, access to the Iroquois
is largely by boat.

Both rivers also offer a variety
of 72 different species of fish
including smallmouth and
largemouth bass, rockbass, wall-
eye, northern pike, crappie,
bluegill, and catfish. Rare in Illi-
nois but commonly found here

is the river are redhorse and-

blacknose shiner.

River facts

» The river is 150 miles long running from
South Bend, Ind. to the Llinois River west of
Wilmington. 62 miles of Em river lie in Illi-
nois. :

« The entire basin E&ammm 3.3 million
acres in Illinois and Indiana.

« The Kankakee River Valley takes in
2,019 square miles (1.2 million acres) in
northeastern Illinois. The area includes most
of Kankakee and Iroquois counties and parts
of Will, Ford and Vermilion counties.

» The Iroquois River begins in Jasper
County, Indiana with 55 miles of its reach in

. Linois.

* wuomom,mg rank the Kankakee and Iro-
quois and nine of their tributaries as “highly
valued aquatic resources.”

+ Five tributary streams are deemed “Bio-
logically significant” because of the diversity .
of life they support. .

* Size varies from 200 to 800 feei at
widest point and 15 feet at its deepest.

» River bottom falls more than 5 feet per
mile from Momence through the Kankakee
River State Park. .

~ » The Iroquois falls a half-foot per mile
over its lower 80 miles,

« An estimated 375,000 acres of wetlands
once composed the Kankakee River Valley.

+ The Momence Wetlands running along
six miles of the river between Momence and
Indianaisa remnant of _&mﬂ oﬂmﬁ& OH.ME&

. gmﬁm&




