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' 'Journal correspondent o o
: “Restoratlon of the Kankakee ‘
KMC}]?;EDII{CE - SttaMndmg alonTg the_ Ler- hou]d receive:the same prm“t
ana iver at Nlomence. & Ues-. “of Testoration as the Florida Evers .
day, US. Rep. Jerry Weller pledged - ‘
‘ glades Local involvement in hé
his support for an alliance of of fed- partriership is essential to the b
eral, state and local partners in solv-" - fort,” Weller sai id, Just hke the Jo. -

- Ing the problems of the river. : liet’ Arsenai Citizens ‘Plan- Commls—‘

1 X d 3 0 N
on Zgﬁ dﬁazvsna:;galérjgel?:e $§?3£3 S _ sion” which led to. the creation of th
" Midewin National Tallgrass Pram

W h ‘
eller said, referring o the cost of park near Wilmisgton.

. “only the latest studies. “We have a
~study underway and now it’s t1me for <~ Kirby-Cotrell’ of the Illmo1s De':;-

actmn _ : ;partment of Natural Resources said

“He said that hundreds of. tons of . the agency “looks forward to being.

; __-sand a year have infiltrated the river * ¢ active pariner in the development
the Indiana side in the past 14 years. and implementation of a watershed: 1
" 'The Kankakee River- Basin Part-. plan for the Kankakee Rwer Basm s
nership is working now on a region-  Muchof that support has beenpro:
al report_due out in February. The - vuleddby Jim Mick, DNR st}:eams:
artnershlp is aided by by soil and. _coori ator. for ‘Northern Illinois:
Journallnobart ‘rhemer P :
- Mick, ‘a fish biologist, has:
The qmet beauty of this Kankakee River backwater at the staté the sandy shallows near the. channellzed portion -of the river in gaa]::z cf;';flelfo‘;zt;‘:a ‘%‘é&’i“éﬁiﬁ:lga“., ; hellf)e " ash e;;;ﬁ‘e; . oggsggscaum;
{ine underscores. the changing nature. of the. river. Once the main Indiana. lllinojs and Indiana area cooperatmg ina federal state " " Once that is done and a federal_;: for nearly §2 million in local projects;
channe! of a naturally meadering’ stream, fi shermen now’ probe and local initiative to |mprove the rver. . - . ..o i study of the river is completed, Wel- . 0 ., . -See RIVER, next page
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Farm Focus

. More Ieg|slat|on on ethanol expected

J OLIET -Midwest corn farmers can expect more 1eg1s1atwe move—”
_ments concerninig ethanol when Congress reconveues next year, but_,' ‘

it’s an old and recurring story.

- Mark Lambert, communications director for the Illmo1s Corn Grow- '
. .ers Association, told the Will County Corn Growers Monday night. “It’s .. |

always been a battle to contmue ethanol but look at the progress that’s
been made.”

Ethanol annually comes up with obstacles from. fossil-fuel- based
companies concerning grants Ethanol is continning to accommodate

an ever larger portion of the increased corn production in the Unit-

ed States, Larnbert outlined.

- He said our Iargest corn export customers now are Japan Korea :
Mexmo Taiwan, China and Egypt as well as the tradltmnal Europe‘ '
' market place. . .
o “Our eorn exports are going to far dxfferent places In the world
~ than’ many ‘of us dreamed poss1b1e a few ‘years ago,’
" added. :
Lambert crted waterways ‘and lock and dam improvements needed

in Tilinois fo help with escalatmg export corn through this state. The

' Natmual Corn Growers Association has sounded an alarm that inade~
: quate river shipping mfrastructure is a serious threat to the U.8. edge

in world corn markets

“Will County Com "Growers board elected

~ JOLIET — Three producers were elected fo the beard of directors -
_of the Will County Corn Growers Assoc1atron durmg the annual meet-
ing Monday evening.

" Elected. unammously were' T1m Snider of Jollet Bob Bieuer of Chan- -
“nahon, and Warren Schultz of Manhattan for the terms up for elec-

tion this year.:

" Chairman Chuck Weber of Plamfleld gave’ an annual report of the
many activities of the Will County group. B

"~ Special guests were Bob Fitzpatrick of Custer Park director of

" the National Corn Growers; and Floyd Schultz, Plainfield, vice chair-

man of the Ilhnoxs Corn Marketing board director of US. Feed
Grains Council; and director of the Natmnal Corn Development
Foundatlon .

' ) ;Contmuecl from 01

-tion 2000 program.;

Lambert

R1ver

to be funded by the state s Couserva—

The Journal has learned from
sources in Springfield that Gov. Jim
Edgar is days away from announcing

the initial recipients of ‘the" C-2000" " |

grants. It is expected that several
local grants will be awarded, includ-

commg down on: us e Arncld said.

al” by the. US. Flsh and ‘Wildlife

Service to create a 33,000-acre: Kan-:
kakee R1ver Natlonal Wlldllfe Refuge :-.

spanmug the state line, -
Desprte hostmg several'local meet-

ings, Fish and. Wildlife officials have -
failed to’ answer questlons of exactly
which areas inside the historical “foot-
print” of the Grand Kankakee_Marsh :
they .would- target as; federally 0ol

trolled refuges. - g 5
Arnold stressed two mam' pomt

concermng state and federal involves
ment. ‘First; the programs must be”
voluntary. “and based on 1ncentwes_

rather than ‘government. regulation.
Second, they must be broad-based,
locally-organized efforts focusing. on

local communites, with emphasis on

| .- ing a few for the area from Momencegl ;
“-to the state line. -
 Steve Arnold, manager of the Kan-.
kakee Cousity Farm Bureau, stressed_---' ;
that the-idea of local control. is what -
" farmers want.for, the river: projécts.
“We: don’t need federal mandates,:';'_

qx S Rep Jerry Weller,-center,.-called Tues--
‘day for immediate action for- Kankakee River
. improvement ‘once current studies - are- com- -
pleted. Speaking on the river bank near the

Momence C|ty Hall, Weller is flanked by, from:.: -
- The' comments. were a pomted ret‘- S

erence to contlnumg agriculture con-_.’ =

cernig over.a vaguely worded propos-..

' _"’j 'ubllc and corporate land-

“‘We feel thmgs hke the Kaukakee

Rwer are a’state resource,” ~Arnold;
.said, “It doesn’t need to be regulated i

-JR.-Black, ‘chairman of the -part-

: _'.nersh1p comnuttee sa1d work may ‘be’
‘starting soon.: “If we _are successful,
you' Ik see smaller pro;ects being done‘,: 2

in" the” spring. ‘And larger ' projects

-based on'the Corps of Engineers stud-
ies will be startmg 1n about ﬂve to 31x'

years.”

pared to 489,000 tens on the upper
Kankakee River for the three years

1993-95.

" The most recent Us: Geo]og1cal :
,Survey report on the sedimentationof
“the river says the Iroquois River con-"
tributes almost twice the amount of-
"._suspended sediment, 862,000 tons com- .

'5 USGS says “api mcrease m total sus-
pended sed1ment load of]-_659 000 -
{tons)? v was measured between Aroma:
_Park (Where the Iroqu01s enters) and S
Wilmington; -

lier said he has has recewed sup-

‘port in’ the sediment fight from US. "
“Rep: Steve Buyer of Kokomo, whose '_
‘ _dlstnct borders includes much of the
- Kankakee watershed-in Indlana .
: “We need to. come- 16 a: concensus'_--
" on how. to siow the water” from the'_,f
~ channelized: portions of: ‘the:. rwer 1n
: Indlana Weller said.. P

After the event,: Kankakee County-

Farm Bureau President Bill Olthoff

said he thmks the proJect is “heading

in’ the rrght du'ectmn and the em:
-phasis is ‘onlocal: involvement:- and- :
| with partnerships. S

: thh moré involvement and dction, w
: under the Conservatmn 2000 prb;ec
| with proJects focusing on cleaning

- the river, it will stil take tlm
_ restore the river. :

’ Journal/Dave Jackson ..

-_left Ed Munday of WKAN;-Dave.:Smith of WVLE
Steve Arnold of the. Kankakee County Farm;-
Bureau and J.R. Black, chalrman of the Kanka-?
._kee River Basm Partnershlp Ceh

“We havelocal: mvolvement,andri"_

can solve: the problem

mc]udes land: acqulsmon

Tt 'was mentjoned that 1t has ta_
around 30 years for the river.to de-
cline to’ its. present state . and’ even,

“This 1sn’t an, overrught project "

-Weller sald
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